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Text 1
The aftermath of prejudice can reach the Earth’s farthest comers. Yet prejudice is conceived in the silent confines of the
human mind.
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In his social neuroscience lab at NYU, Professor David Amodio investigates the neural mechanisms underlying social
biases. He views prejudice as a multilevel phenomenon that involves societies, groups, biological processes, and individual
minds. According to Amodio, social neuroscience offers a tremendous opportunity in illuminating the operation of prejudice
inthe brain,

There’s an important distinction between prejudiced beliefs and prejudiced reactions. Many people reject prejudice in
terms of their beliefs. But even those people notice groups and may have automatic prejudiced reactions to them.

Research on stereotypes shows that simply knowing the stereotypes of a group leads to the automatic activation of that
stereotype in your mind — even if you consciously reject that stereotype. So, prejudice has automatic and deliberate aspects,
and while some people reject it deliberatively, everyone has some form of prejudice.

People are prejudiced against various groups for multiple reasons. Simply belonging to different groups, based on
arbitrary distinctions, is sufficient to elicit prejudice. However, competition between groups can exacerbate prejudice and turm
mere dislike into hatred and harm.

Differences, of any kind is the core of prejudice. But from there you can layer on social dynamics like competition,
threat, and fear, and these lead prejudices to become more intense, entrenched, and oppressive.

‘What role do emotions play in prejudice?

As with most psychological processes, emotions fuel how we respond to other people and how we act towards them.
There are many emotions that are associated with prejudice — you might feel hatred toward political outgroups, pity toward
poor people, threat or dominance toward racial outgroups.

Emotions play a supporting role in prejudice. They help motivate a certan response, focus attention and cognition, and
drive our actions.

What does prejudice look like in the brain?

People initially became interested to understand the automatic aspects of prejudice, which have been difficult to study
using traditional behavioral methods.

Although early work looked for a single neural substrate for implicit prejudice, we quickly saw that many different
neural processes contribute to a prejudiced response; how we perceive people and categorize them into groups, how we store
stereotypes about groups in our memory, how different regions of the brain get activated when we have emotional reactions
to groups.

One reason it’s been interesting to map out these different aspects of prejudice in the brain is that each suggests a
potential intervention point. By identifying these processes in the brain, we can learn more about the individual building
blocks that make up prejudice and discover new candidates for interventions to reduce bias.

66.  The clarification of how prejudice works inthe brainisbasedon

A _societies and biological processes

B. social neuroscience

C. the silent confines of the human mind
D. neural mechanisms

67.  Whichofthe following emotions is not associated with prejudice?

13
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A resentment B. menace C. sympathy D. delusion

Which of the following questions cannot be answered in the text?

A. Whatrole do emotions play in prejudice ?

B. How does prejudice come about?

C. How prejudice can bias our perception of others” behavior ?

D. Does everyone teel prejudice ?

According to the passage, how do we mtervene to reduce prejudice?

A. Studying potential intervention points

B. Learning about the individual building blocks

C. Identifying various neural processes contribute to prejudice

D. Looking for a single neural substrate for implicit prejudice

Why are prejudiced beliefs different from prejudiced reactions?

A Because many people reject prejudice in terms of their beliefs

B. Because prejudice has automatic and deliberate aspects, even if people deliberately reject it

C. Because competition between groups can exacerbate prejudice

D. Because stereotypes of different groups are sufficient to elicit prejudice
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